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SEISDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  PERSONNEL 

Name  Qualifications  Duties 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

(1)  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(Seisdon  R.D.C.)  for 
5/llths  of  the  week  (as 
from  April  1st,  1958)  ; 

(2)  Assistant  County  M.O. 

(M.  &  C.W.),  School 

M.O.,  and  general  duties, 
(Staffordshire  County 
Council)  for  ll/22nds  of 
the  week  (as  from  3rd 
October,  1960)  ; 

(3)  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(Amblecote  U.D.)  for 
l/22nd  of  a  week  (as  Irom 
3rd  October,  1960 

The  official  address  of  the  M.O.H.  is  : 

c/o.  Seisdon  Rural  District  Council  Offices, 

Wombourn, 

near  Wolverhampton, 

(Staffordshire). 

The  Telephone  Number  is  Wombourn  2454-8 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent  : 

E.  H.  Roberts,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert. Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

H.  F.  Robinson,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

E.  F.  Kelly,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

(Duties  of  P.H.I’s.  : — Statutory  Duties  prescribed  by  Sanitary 
Officers’  Regulations;  Public  Cleansing;  Petroleum  and  Shops  Acts). 

Administrative  Assistant  : 

D.  Nally 

Clerk 

Miss  P.  North 


Alan  R.  Kennedy,  B.Sc. 

M.B.,  Ch.B., 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
D.P.H. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1960 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Seisdon  Rural  District  Council 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1960. 

This  Report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  Circular  of  December,  1960.  Com¬ 
parative  tables  on  statistics  and  comments  are  given  in  the  related 
Sections  of  the  Report. 

The  Report  deals  with  Public  Health  subjects  in  Sections  as 
follows  : — 

A  Statistics  affecting  the  Rural  District. 

B  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Rural 
District. 

C  Sanitary  accommodation  of  the  Rural  District. 

D  Housing  in  the  Rural  District. 

E  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  food. 

F  Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  infectious  diseases. 

G  Tuberculosis. 

H  Other  matters. 

and  it  concludes  with  the  Report  of  your  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  on  those  matters  which  fall  within  his  sphere  of  activities. 


The  Rural  District  is  continuing  to  grow  in  population  at  a 
rapid  rate.  It  is  really  fulfilling  the  function  of  a  Satellite  New 
Town  in  relation  to  the  West  Midlands,  just  as  such  places  at  Welwyn 
Garden  City,  St.  Albans  and  Stevenage  do  for  North  London. 

The  recent  Census  returns  of  April,  1961,  show  that  the  popula¬ 
tion  has  increased  by  70%  between  1951  and  1961.  Also  the  number 
of  private  dwellings  has  increased  by  90%  during  the  same  period. 

Infectious  Diseases  statistics  for  1960  have  been  excellent  and 
in  line  with  statistics  of  recent  years. 
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The  number  of  births  in  the  Rural  District  show  a  regular 
increase  in  number  each  year  and  are  now  more  than  twice  what  they 
were  in  1953.  The  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths  in  the  last  three 
years  has  in  itself  added  1,275  to  the  Rural  District  population. 

The  canals  and  streams  of  the  Rural  District  receive  large 
quantities  of  sewage  works  effluent  from  approximately  seven 
different  Sewerage  Authorities  and  these  canals  and  streams 
ultimately  find  their  way  into  the  River  Severn.  It  is  a  great 
tribute  to  the  efficiency  of  the  water  purification  schemes  of  certain 
large  Local  Authorities,  in  that  several  such  Local  Authorities 
abstract  water  from  the  river  Severn  at  lower  levels  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  drinking  water  to  their  communities,  e.g.,  Coventry, 
Gloucester,  Worcester. 

The  high  employment  rate  and  prosperity  of  the  West  Midlands 
constitutes  an  attractive  force  which  leads  discerning  people  to  want 
to  live  in  our  Rural  District.  This  makes  for  a  high  demand  for 
Local  Authority  housing,  private  housing  and  caravan  sites  in  the 
Rural  District.  There  is  little  room  left  for  such  housing  because 
almost  all  that  remains  are  Green  Belt  areas  of  countryside.  With 
the  prevailing  winds  being  soufh-west  the  smoke  pollution  of  the 
Black  Country  is  blown  away  in  a  north  easterly  direction,  leaving 
the  Rural  District  on  the  west  of  the  connurbation  essentially  as  a 
Rural  environment. 

Sewerage  schemes  are  in  my  opinion  urgently  needed  in  the 
parishes  of  Swindon,  Trysull  and  Seisdon  and  Enville.  Schemes  for 
these  parishes  are  in  various  stages  of  planning,  acquisition  of  land, 
or  of  submission  to  the  Ministry. 


The  following  table  illustrates  the  growth  of  the  Rural  District. 


The  Registrar  General’s  figures 

Total  Number 

Number  of  houses 

for  population — -Seisdon  R.D.C. 

of  Births 

in  Seisdon 

in  the 

year 

June,  1951 

22,322 

1951 

343 

April  1,  1951 

6,388 

June,  1952 

22,430 

1952 

335 

April  1,  1952 

6,588 

June,  1953 

23,630 

1953 

364 

April  1,  1953 

6,819 

June,  1954 

24,370 

1954 

413 

April  1,  1954 

7,271 

June,  1955 

26,220 

1955 

439 

April  1,  1955 

7,906 

June,  1956 

28,070 

1956 

511 

June  30,  1956 

8,981 

June,  1957 

30,270 

1957 

616 

June  30,  1957 

9,477 

June,  1958 

31,650 

1958 

655 

June  30,  1958 

10,396 

June,  1959 

33.170 

1959 

669 

June  30,  1959 

10,813 

June,  1960 

35,180 

1960 

745 

J  une  30,  1 960 

11,200 

June,  1961 

36,977  (est.) 

1961 

— 

June  30,  1961 

11,700 

I  include  the  statistics  for  deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung  in  the 
Rural  District  in  recent  years. 


Rate  of  Mortality 
in  England  and  Wales 
per  Million  Pop. 

Number  of  Deaths 
in  Seisdon  Rural  District 

Year 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1951 

— 

— 

5 

2 

7 

1952 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

1953 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

1954 

— 

— 

6 

4 

10 

1955 

693 

— 

8 

1 

9 

1956 

726 

— 

13 

— 

13 

1957 

759 

116 

8 

2 

10 

1958 

783 

119 

11 

1 

12 

1959 

831 

123 

9 

— 

9 

I960 

855 

132 

6 

1 

n 

/ 

Of  male  deaths  from  cancer  in  England  and  Wales  in  1960, 
36%  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung.  In  Seisdon  Rural  District  in 
I960  there  were  29  male  deaths  from  cancer. 


Conferences  were  attended  as  follows  : — 

Royal  Society  of  Health  (TorquajJ — Dr.  A.  R.  Kennedy— 
25th-29th  April,  1960. 

Institute  of  Public  Cleansing  (Portsmouth  and  Southsea) 
(Chairman  of  Public  Health  Committee — Councillor  H.  E.  Weaver) 
and  Mr.  E.  H.  Roberts —  14th-l 7th  June,  I960. 

Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  (Scarborough) 
(Chairman  of  Public  Health  Committee — Councillor  H.  E.  Weaver) 
and  Mr.  E.  H.  Roberts — 20th-23rd  September,  1960. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  various  persons  for  their 
co-operation  and  advice  during  the  past  year  and  record  particular 
appreciation  of  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
Mr.  A.  R.  Baskett,  Clerk  and  Chief  Financial  Officer  of  the  Rural 
District  Council,  Mr.  F.  Bagley,  Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  the  Rural 
District  Council,  and  Mr.  E.  H.  Roberts,  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  the  Rural  District  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALAN  R.  KENNEDY. 
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July,  1961. 


Section  A. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 

Growth  of  Population 


Registrar  General 


Estimate 

Mr  Robson,  Rating  Officer 


Persons 

Persons 

1/7/57  30,270 

1/7/58  31,650 

+  1,380 

1/7/59  33,170 

+  1,520 

1/7/60  35,180 

+  2,010 

1/7/61 

- — - 

April,  1961  (Census) 
36,977 


Persons 


Persons  per 
house 


1/4/59 

1/4/60 

1/4/61 


34,945 

36,177 

37,541 


@  3.24 
@  3.24 
@  3.24 
pob.  3.15 


HOUSES 

Total  number  of  inhabitated  houses  in  the  Rural  District  : — 


1st  April,  1959 

10,787 

30th  June,  1959  . 

10,813 

estimated 

1st  April,  1960 

11 ,050 

30th  June,  1960  . 

11,166 

1st  April,  1961 

11,633 

30th  June,  1961  . 

11,700 

estimated 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1960-61 — £1,671. 


Rateable  Value  1960-61  —  1/4/61— £426,476. 


General  Rate  1960-61 — 18/10d.  in  the  £. 

(plus  additional  items  in  certain  Parishes  varying  from  2d.  to  6d.) 

Area  41,990  acres,  i.e.,  65  square  miles. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

387 

358 

745 

Legitimate 

379 

351 

730 

Illegitimate 

8 

7 

15 

Still  Births  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

4 

9 

13 

Legitimate 

4 

9 

13 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

- — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

one  year  of  age  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

8 

1 

9 

Legitimate 

7 

1 

8 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

6 

1 

7 

Legitimate 

6 

1 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

— — 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week  of  age  : 

Males 

Females 

Fotal 

Total 

5 

1 

6 

Legitimate 

5 

1 

6 

Illegitimate 
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Seisdon 

R.D.C. 

1959 

Seisdon 

R.D.C. 

1960 

Eng.  & 
Wales 
1959 

Eng.  & 
Wales 
1960 

Number  of  Live  Births 

669 

745 

Rate  per  1,000  population  .... 

20.16 

21.2 

16.5 

17.1 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (%  of  total 
live  births) 

9  ]  0/ 

1  /o 

9  0/ 

-1  /o 

5.1% 

5.4% 

Number  of  Stillbirths 

13 

13 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births  . 

19.1 

17.1 

20.7 

19.8 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

682 

758 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 

16 

9 

Infant  Mortality  Rates — Total  infant 
deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

23.9 

12 

22 

21.7 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births . 

24.4 

10.9 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 

Nil 

66 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths 
under  4  weeks  per  1,000  total  live 
births) 

13.5 

9.4 

15.8 

15.6 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 
(deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 
total  live  births) 

11.9 

8.0 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths 
and  deaths  under  1  week  combined 
1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths) 

31 

25 

34.2 

Maternal  Mortality  (including 

abortion) Number  of  deaths  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births  . 

Nil 

Nil 

0.38 

0.39 

Comparability  Factor  (Births) 

0.91 

0.91 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

18.85 

19.3 

Domiciliary  Births 

54  %— 
351 

KH  0/  _ 

o  1  o 

422 

Includes — Kinver  Sub-District 
Codsall  Sub-District 
Wombourn  Sub-District 

40  Bth 
161 

150 

38  Bth 
185 

199 
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POPULATION 


The  following  table  shows  the  growth  of  the  population  within 
the  district. 


Columns  2  and  3  are  extracts  from  the  Registrar  General’s 
County  Report  for  Staffordshire  following  ihe  Census  of  1951. 

Column  4  is  an  estimate  of  the  population  as  at  the  30th  June, 
I960  based  on  a  figure  of  3.24  persons  per  inhabited  dwelling. 


Parish 

Population 

^1931 

Population 

1951 

Population 

Estimated 

30.6.60 

Bobbington 

376 

560 

408 

Codsall 

2,172 

2,868 

6,410 

En  vi  lie 

642 

605 

599 

Himley 

381 

421 

376 

Kinver 

3,800 

4,490 

5,780 

Lower  Penn 

571 

1,611 

2,067 

Patshull  . 

204 

187 

178 

Pattingham 

708 

1,006 

1,275 

Swindon  . 

486 

537 

576 

Trysull  and  Seisdon 

604 

748 

858 

Wombourn 

2,469 

3,838 

9,000 

Wrottesley 

1,437 

5,451 

8,650 

13,850 

22,322 

36,177 

11,166 

dwellings 


of  Children  of  Age  up  to  15  years  of  age— 1960 

45,755,000 

10,472,000 

35,180 

8,050 
Approx. 

This  implies  that  there  are  approximately  2,680  children  in  each 
age  group  of  0-5  years,  5-10  years  and  10-15  years  living  within 
Seisdon  Rural  District. 


If  England  and  Wales  having  a  total  population  of 
have  a  child  population  (age  0-15  years)  of 

Then  Seisdon  Rural  District  with  a  population  of 
has  a  child  population  (age  0-15  years)  of 


p.m.p.— per  million  of  population 

DEATHS 


1 960 
Eng.  & 
Wales 

1958 

Seisdon 

1959 

Seisdon 

1 960 

Seisdon 

Deaths  (at  ali  ages)  : 

Total  for  Seisdon  : 

Males  . 

Females 

246 

130 

116 

291 

158 

133 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

8.12 

7.44 

8.27 

Comparability  Factor 

1.35 

1.40 

1.40 

Standardised  Death  Rate  . 

11.5 

10.96 

10.4 

11.57 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in 
consequence  of  Childbirth 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

2390 

p.m.p. 

Male 

1940 

p.m.p. 

Female 

52 

55 

58 

Including — Deaths  from  Carcinoma 
(Cancer)  of  the  Lung — -Men 

855 
p.m.p. 
(36%  of 
all  cancer 
deaths) 

11 

9 

6 

Deaths  from  Carcinoma  (Cancer  of 
the  Lung — Females  . 

132 
p.m.p. 
(7%  of 
all  cancer 
deaths) 

1 

Nil 

1 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all 
ages)  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Enteritis  and  Diarr¬ 
hoea  (under  2  years  old) 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Deaths  from  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
(Seisdon  residents) 

9 

1 

8 

Deaths  from  Other  Accidents 

9 

9 

•) 

Live  births  exceeded  total  deaths  by  ... 

398 

423 

454 

Tuberculosis  Deaths  (Respiratory) . 

68 

p.m.p. 
103  M. 
32  F. 

Tuberculosis  Deaths  (Non-Respira- 
tory) 

rj 

i 

p.m.p. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1860 

M.  F. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .  -  - 

Tuberculosis,  other  .  -  - 

Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

Measles  -  - 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  (cancer)  .  7  2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  (cancer)  .  6  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  (cancer)  .  -  7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  (cancer)  .  —  1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  (cancer)  15  16 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .  1  2 

Diabetes  .  1  2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .  .  1 7  20 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .  45  24 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  3  6 

Other  heart  disease  .  12  19 

Other  circulatory  disease  .  3  5 

Influenza  .  -  - 

Pneumonia  .  3  4 

Bronchitis  .  14  4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .  .  2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .  1  - 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .  1  2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .  2  3 

Hyperplasis  of  prostrate  .  .  .  .  2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .  -  - 

Congenital  malformations  .  1  2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .  14  12 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  6  2 

All  other  accidents  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Suicide  -  1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .  .  .  - 

158  133 
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BIRTH  RATE3 


1 

SEISDON 

England  and 
Wales 

Year 

No.  of  Births 

Birth  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

1947 

400 

19.2 

20.5 

1948 

358 

16.4 

17.9 

1949 

349 

15.9 

16.7 

1950 

339 

15.5 

15.8 

1951 

343 

15.4 

15.5 

1952 

335 

14.9 

15.3 

1953 

364 

15.4 

15.5 

1954 

413 

17.4 

15.2 

1955 

439 

17.2 

15.0 

1956 

511 

17.1 

15.7 

1957 

616 

18.9 

16.1 

1958 

655 

19.34 

16.4 

1959 

669 

18.85 

16.5 

1960 

745 

19.3 

17.1 

DEATH  RATES 


Year 

SEISDON 

England  and 
Wales 

No.  of  Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

Standardised 
Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1951 

254 

11.4 

12.5 

1952 

200 

9.6 

11.3 

1953 

226 

9.6 

10.3 

11.4 

1954 

217 

8.9 

9.4 

11.3 

1955 

252 

9.6 

10.2 

11.7 

1956 

268 

9.5 

12.38 

11.7 

1957 

233 

7.7 

10.38 

11.5 

1958 

257 

8.1 

10.96 

11.7 

1959 

246 

7.4 

10.4 

11.6 

1960 

291 

8.3 

11.57 

11.5 

14 


LOCALITY-DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  notified  in  1980 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1960 

Nett  Deaths  from  causes  stated  at  various  ages  under  one  year  of  age 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1  week 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 

3  to  4  weeks 

Total  under 

one  month 

1  to  3  months 

3  to  6  months 

6  to  9  months 

9  to  12  months 

Total  deaths 

under  one  year 

Prematurity . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Congenital  Heart 

Disease 

1 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  Malfor- 

mation  (C.N.S.) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Septicaemia 

(Pyocyaneus) 

1 

1 

Totals 

6 

— 

— 

1 

7 

— 

— 

1 

1 

9 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE 


Y  ear 

SEISDON 

England  and 
Wales  Rate 
per  1,000 
Births 

Average 
(Seisdon)  for 
last  5  years 

Eirths 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 

1947 

400 

9 

22.5 

41 

— 

1948 

358 

11 

32.5 

34 

— 

1949 

349 

13 

37.6 

32 

— 

1950 

339 

7 

20.6 

29 

— 

1951 

343 

9 

26.2 

30 

— 

1952 

335 

4 

11.9 

28 

— 

1953 

364 

7 

19.2 

26.8 

— 

1954 

413 

7 

16.9 

25.5 

— 

1955 

439 

8 

18.2 

24.9 

18.5 

1956 

511 

18 

35.2 

23.8 

20.3 

1957 

616 

5 

8.1 

23.0 

19.5 

1958 

655 

8 

12.2 

22.5 

18.1 

1959 

669 

16 

23.9 

22.0 

19.5 

1960 

745 

9 

12.0 

21.7 

18.3 

PERI-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 


(i.e.,  stillbirths,  plus  deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  of  age,  per 
1,000  total  live  births  and  stillbirths). 


England  and  Wales 

Seisdon  R.D. 

1956  . 

36.8 

36.6 

1957  . 

36.2 

24 

1958  . 

35.1 

37 

1959  . 

34.2 

31 

1960  . 

32.9 

25 
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Section  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  DISTRICT 

This  Section  is  essentially  the  same  as  was  reported  on  in 
detail,  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Report  for  1957. 


In  addition  : — 

1.  Clinics 

These  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council,  and  of  the  Brierley  Hill  Area  Health  Committee. 

A  newly  built  County  Council  Clinic  came  into  use  at 
Wombourn  in  the  Spring  of  1961.  Another  County  Council 
Clinic  is  being  built  at  Codsall  (Elliotts  Lane). 

2.  General  Council  for  Health  Education 

The  Rural  District  Council  are  subscribers  to  the  C.C.H.E. 
and  use  is  made  of  C.C.H.E.  publications,  etc.,  for  the  purposes 
of  Health  Education  within  the  Rural  District. 

3.  Health  Education 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  given  lectures  and 
organised  films  on  appropriate  subjects  at  Schools,  etc. 

4.  Old  Persons 

The  Rural  District  Council  make  a  financial  contribution  to 
the  Womens’  Voluntary  Service  of  Codsall  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  support  to  the  “  Meals  on  Wheels”  Service  to  old 
persons.  The  Rural  District  Council  also  contribute  to  Old 
Persons  Committees  at  Wombourne  and  at  Kinvcr. 

5.  Chiropody 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  began  a  County  Council 
Chiropody  Service  in  October,  1960,  at  Wombourn  Clinic  for 
Old  Persons,  Expectant  Mothers,  and  Handicapped  Persons. 
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Section  C.  (1) 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  F.  Bagley,  A.M.I.C.E.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  the 

Council’s  Surveyor,  for  the  following  report  on  Sewage  Disposal 
Schemes,  Housing,  and  Water  supplies.  Mr.  Bagley  has  also  written 
two  interesting  paragraphs  on  Geological  formation  and  Rainfall. 
The  report  is  dated  16th  May,  1961. 

RAINFALL 

The  average  rainfall  over  the  Seisdon  Area  during  1960  was 
35.80  inches,  which  is  131.9  per  cent  of  the  average  of  27.14  inches  for 
the  standard  25  years  period  1891-1915. 

GEOLOGICAL  NOTE 

Apart  from  the  western  portion  of  the  Parishes  of  Kinver, 
Enville  and  Bobbington  the  remainder  of  the  District  consists  of 
Triassic  formations  and  its  resultant  soils  determine  to  a  large 
extent  the  agricultural  pattern  of  the  District.  The  lowest  Sub- 
Division  of  the  system  is  the  Bunter  Series  which  consists  of  lower 
mottled  sandstone,  water  stones  and  pebble  beds  and  it  is  this 
formation  which  covers  two-thirds  of  the  District.  The  remainder 
of  the  Area  comprises  keuper  marls  and  sandstones  which  is  the 
upper  Sub-Division  of  the  Trias.  The  soils  of  the  District  vary  from 
loam  to  sandy  loam  in  the  Bunters  Series  and  from  heavy  loam  to 
clayey  soils  in  the  Keuper  Series,  the  whole  supporting  good  arable 
land. 

The  lower  new  red  sandstone  and  breccia  of  the  western  portions 
of  Kinver,  Enville  and  Bobbington,  consists  of  marls  and  sandstone 
with  pebbles  of  limestone  and  being  highly  resistant  to  erosion  form 
well  defined  ridges  which  give  rise  to  freely  drained  good  quality 
soils  which  are  among  the  best  in  the  County  and  also  well  wooded 
uplands  and  escarpments  of  great  natural  beauty  such  as  the 
Sheepwalks  and  Kinver  Edge. 

The  chief  economic  results  of  the  Geological  structure  of  the 
District  are  : — 

(1)  The  mining  of  sand  and  gravel. 

(2)  The  pumping  of  water. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  extension  to  the  Wombourn  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at 
Heath  Mill  were  almost  completed  by  the  end  of  1960  at  a  cost  of 
£125,000.  This  will  ensure  that  treatment  up  to  the  standard 
required  by  the  Royal  Commission  will  now  be  given  to  all  properties 
in  the  Wombourn  Area  which  will  result  in  a  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  condition  of  the  Worn  Brook. 
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A  local  enquiry  has  been  held  by  the  Minister  into  the  proposal 
to  construct  sewers  and  a  sewage  disposal  works  for  45  properties  at 
Kingswood,  and  the  result  is  awaited.  The  revised  scheme  for  the 
construction  of  a  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  Swindon 
which  was  necessitated  by  the  alteration  by  the  County  Council  of 
the  area  reserved  for  development  in  Swindon  and  also  the  necessity 
to  allow  for  the  proposed  drainage  of  the  Hinksford  Camping  Site 
is  in  the  course  of  preparation.  Approval  to  the  proposals  to  extend 
Kimley  Sewage  Disposal  Works  was  received  during  1960  and  a 
contract  has  since  been  let. 

Considerable  work  has  been  necessary  to  the  sewers  and 
pumping  stations  on  the  CodsaJl  and  Wrottesley  Sewerage  system 
to  render  it  adequate  to  deal  with  the  greatly  increased  flow  caused 
by  the  rapid  development  of  the  Area  since  1945  and  during  the  yea:' 
extensions  to  the  Codsall  ejector  station  were  completed  togethei 
with  the  construction  of  an  additional  air  main  and  rising  main. 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Civil  Engineers  have  now  almost 
completed  plans  for  Trysull  and  Seisdon  Sewerage  and  negotiations 
for  the  acquisition  of  land  for  a  sewage  pumping  station  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  scheme  have  been  completed. 

WATER 

The  Beacon  Lane  3"  dia.  water  main  extensions  were  completed 
during  the  year.  This  extension  affords  a  piped  supply  to  outlying 
farms  and  cottages  on  the  western  boundary  of  Ivinver.  The 
descaling  of  the  water  mains  in  the  Kinver  area  of  supply  was  also 
completed  and  have  resulted  in  improved  pressures  in  the  area. 
Several  small  extensions  to  housing  estates  have  also  been  completed. 

HOUSING 

During  1 960,  182  Council  Houses  were  completed  making  a  total 
of  2,487  houses  completed  since  1945  and  a  start  has  been  made  on 
the  erection  of  the  final  442  dwellings  required  to  complete  the 
Council’s  commitments  under  the  Wolverhampton  overspill  agree¬ 
ment.  In  addition  366  private  houses  were  built  during  the  year. 


CESSPOOLS 


An  average  of  42  cesspools  are  emptied  each  week. 

PAN  CLOSETS  (MAY,  1961) 

There  are  now  some  465  pan  closets  which  are  being  emptied 
weekly.  These  are  situated  in  the  following  areas  : — 


Codsall  .  20 

Wrottesley  .  49 

Pattingham  and  Patshull .  41 

Lower  Penn .  27 

Trysull  and  Seisdon  .  40 

Wombourn  57 

Himley  .  15 

Swindon  .  45 

Bobbington  22 

Enville  .  49 

Kinver  .  100 
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Section  C.  (2) — WATER 


The  Ministry  of  Health  classify  drinking  water  into  : 


Class  One  .  Highly  Satisfactory 

Class  Two  .  Satisfactory  . . 

Class  Three .  Suspicious 

Class  Four  .  Unsatisfactory 


Presumptive  coliform 
count  for  100  ml. 

Less  than  1 
1  —  2 
3  —  10 

(More  than  10) 


In  a  year  50%  of  samples  should  come  into  Class  1. 

80%  of  samples  should  come  into  Class  1  or  2. 
the  remaining  20%  of  samples  should  not  be  below  Class  3. 


Chlorinated  piped  supplies  ought  all  to  come  into  Class  1. 

The  Public  Health  Department  has  itself  maintained  an 
intensive  series  of  bacteriological  tests  on  the  water  supplies  of  the 
District.  In  addition,  the  Water  Undertakings  have  taken  their 
own  tests. 

* 

The  water  supply  of  the  district,  apart  from  small  wells,  has 
been  mainly  provided  by  the  following  three  water  undertakings 
(reading  from  north  to  south  of  the  Rural  District)  : — 

(a)  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking,  which 
supplies  the  Parishes  of  Codsall,  Wrottesley,  Wrottesley 
(Detached),  Pattingham,  Lower  Penn,  Wombourn,  Trysull, 
Seisdon,  Himley  and  Swindon. 


(b)  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company,  which  supplies 
Kinver,  Enville  and  Bobbington. 


(c)  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department,  which  supplies 
the  Iverley  portion  of  Kinver  and  part  of  Bobbington. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  respective  Water  Engineers  of  the  above 
mentioned  Water  Authorities  for  the  following  reports  : — 


(a)  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking 

(1)  The  water  supplied  to  the  Parishes  concerned  in  your 
Rural  District  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity. 


(2)  the  following  is  a  summary  of  the  results  of  bacteriolog¬ 
ical  examinations  of  water  going  into  distribution  : — - 


Number 

of 

Samples 

Pres 

>umptive  Coli-Aerog 
per  100  ml. 

;enes 

0 

1-2 

3-10 

Over  10 

Total  number  of 
Bacteriological 
examinations 
taken 

947 

920 

15 

7 

5 

Percentage  of 
samples  taken . 

97.1 

1.6 

0.7 

0.6 

Of  these  947  samples  taken  by  the  Wolverhampton 
Corporation  Water  Undertaking  in  the  year,  97.1  %  were 
“highly  satisfactory.”  Subsequent  to  treatment  at  the 
works,  where  necessary,  there  has  been  no  known 
contamination  of  the  supply.  Including  also  water 
which  was  tested  before  and  during  treatment  a  total 
of  1,968  water  samples  were  sent  for  bacteriological 
examination  by  the  W.C.W.U. 

(3)  The  water  supplied  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo- 
solvent  action. 

(4)  The  water  was  treated  by  the  W.C.W.U.  at  its  water 
works. 

Chemical  analyses  were  also  made  of  the  thirteen 
different  sources  of  supply  and  results  were  satisfactory. 

(5)  Total  population  supplied  by  the  W.C.W.U.  on  31st 
December,  1960,  was  337,365. 

(b)  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company 

(1)  The  supply  to  those  parts  ot  the  Rural  District  which 
are  served  by  the  South  Staffs.  Waterworks  Co.  has  been 
satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  It  comes  from 
Ash  wood  and  Kinver  Pumping  Stations. 


Number 

Number  entirely  free 

samples 

from  any  form  of 

taken 

coliform  bacteria 

Ashwood  raw  water 

105 

96 

were  “highly  satisfactory” 

Ashwood  Chlorinated  water 

105 

101 

were  “highly  satisfactory” 

Kinver  chlorinated  water 

53 

53 

were  “highly  satisfactory” 

Kinver  Reservoir 

51 

51 

were  “highly  satisfactory” 

Chlorination  is  practised  as  a  precautionary  measure  at 
both  of  the  supplying  stations.  Chemical  examinations 
were  done  on 

17  samples  from  Ash  wood  Pumping  Station, 
and  on  53  samples  from  Kinver  Pumping  Station. 

(3)  Water  from  the  Supplying  stations  does  not  have  a 
plumbo-solvent  action. 

(4)  In  the  case  of  possible  contamination  in  the  event  of 
burst  mains,  cleaning  out  reservoirs,  etc.,  emergency 
chlorination  is  performed.  Special  apparatus  and  staff 
are  available  for  this  work.  New  mains  are  not  brought 
into  use  until  a  sample  of  water  from  them  is  found  to  be 
satisfactory  on  testing. 

(5)  Tests  taken  by  the  Rural  District  Council  on  30th 
November,  I960,  and  on  12th  April,  1961,  showed  no 
lead  content  in  the  drinking  water.  A  test  taken  on 
24th  August,  1960  for  the  fluorine  content  of  Kinver 
drinking  water  showed  0.033  pts.  per  million  present. 

(c)  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department 

This  water  supplies  about  50  houses  in  Iverley. 

(1)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in 
quantity  and  quality. 

(2)  Bacteriological  examinations  have  been  made  by 
Birmingham  of  the  water  at  Elan  Aqueduct  at  Ludlow. 
Twenty-three  out  of  twenty-six  samples  were  "highly 
satisfactory"  at  Ludlow.  Three  of  the  twenty-six 
samples  gave  unsatisfactory  results  at  Ludlow.  The 
Public  Health  Department  of  Seisdon  Rural  District 
have  taken  samples  of  this  water  periodically  at 
Iverley.  Seisdon  Rural  District  Council  operate  con¬ 
tinuously  a  small  chlorinating  plant  just  inside  their 
boundary  for  the  water  supplied  to  these  fifty  houses  at 
Iverley.  At  the  time  of  writing,  the  addition  by  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  chlorine  to  the  strength  of 
between  0.25  and  0.5  parts  per  million  is  producing  a 
water  which  is  "highly  satisfactory"  as  shown  by  four 
tests  out  of  four  (taken  at  Iverley). 

(3)  The  raw  Elan  water  has  a  slight  plumbo-solvent  action 
which  is  neutralised  with  hydrated  lime  before  entering 
the  Aqueduct. 


24 


(d)  Bilston  Corporation  Water  Undertaking 

Control  of  the  former  Bilston  Corporation  Water  Under¬ 
taking  passed  to  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water 
Undertaking  on  1st  April,  1959. 

(e)  Further  to  the  above  mentioned  undertakings  there  are  the 
private  estates  of  Patshull  Hall.  The  position  here  is  as  stated 
in  the  Annual  Report  of  1955.  A  central  reservoir  tank  on 
bacteriological  testing  occasionally  shows  pollution.  A  sepa¬ 
rate  chlorinated  supply  to  the  Hall  and  Hospital  section  exists. 
The  financial  aspect  of  grants  and  contributions  is  being 
investigated. 

(f)  Burnhill  Green  Village  Borehole 

This  is  maintained  by  Seisdon  Rural  District  Council.  It 
supplies  the  western  half  of  Burnhill  Green  Village.  Ten  out  of 
ten  samples  of  water  taken  for  bacteriological  testing  in  1960 
were  “highly  satisfactory/'  Chlorination  is  by  a  Wallace  and 
Tiernan  apparatus  which  is  replenished  every  one  or  two  weeks. 
A  new  reserve  pump  was  approved  by  the  Rural  District 
Council  for  this  site  in  March,  1959. 

(g)  Enville  and  Bohbington 

An  area  of  approximately  four  square  miles  in  the  western 
portion  of  Enville  and  Bobbington  Parishes  has  received  a  new 
mains  supply.  The  original  source  of  this  water  is  from  the 
Birmingham  Water  Undertaking.  A  bulk  supply  of  this  water 
is  derived  from  and  via  Bridgnorth  Rural  District. 

(h)  Swimming  Pools 

A  large  swimming  pool  at  a  hotel  in  Kinver  Parish  is  tested 
chemically  and  bacteriologically  through  the  season  by  our 
Department.  It  gave  excellent  results  and  conformed  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  standards.  It  was  tested  for  P.H.  value, 
residual  chlorine  content,  and  bacteriological  test  each  week. 
Of  19  bacteriological  tests  in  1960,  19  were  “highly  satis¬ 
factory.”  The  source  of  the  water  is  the  South  Staffs  Water 
Companies’  main  supply  originating  from  its  pumping  station 
at  Kinver.  The  method  of  treatment  is  continuous  8-12 
hour  chlorination,  filtration,  alum  and  soda  treatment  each 
day.  Water  at  the  surface  overflow  points  goes  to  waste 
and  is  not  returned  to  the  swimming  bath.  Water  is  replaced 
daily  from  the  mains  supply.  The  bulk  of  the  water  is  changed 


25 


each  April.  The  bacteriological  results  are  excellent.  The 
water  will  circulate  through  the  plant  every  four  hours  by 
reason  of  new  engineering  apparatus,  installed  in  April,  1961. 

A  second  swimming  pool  has  been  built  as  part  of  the 
premises  of  the  Wombourn  Comprehensive  School  (Staffs.  C.C.) 

(1)  Chemical  Analyses 

Charges  for  chemical  analyses  are  charged  directly  to  the 
Rural  District  Council. 

(j)  Fluoridation  of  Water 

A  full  report  was  made  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  in 
June,  1960,  on  the  subject  of  Dental  decay,  the  School  Dental 
Service,  and  the  advantages  coming  from  fluoridation  of 
drinking  water  in  relation  to  prevention  of  Dental  decay  in 
school  children. 

(k)  Reports 

During  the  year  1960,  reports  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee  on  the  subject  of  various  water 
supplies,  e.g.,  Patshull  Estate,  Six  Ashes  supply,  Beacon  Lane 
(Kinver)  supply,  and  Kinver  Village. 

(l)  Stourton  and  Mew  Wood  ¥/ater  Supply 

In  view  of  difficulties  in  the  past  two  years  with  this  supply, 
descaling  of  the  water  supply  pipes  of  Kinver,  Stourton  and 
New  Wood  wras  commenced  in  October,  1960.  In  previous 
years  in  mid  summer  the  pressure  of  water  had  failed  entirely 
and  deep  brown  discolouration  of  water  had  occurred.  During 
descaling,  increased  chlorination  of  water  was  carried  out  and 
also  boiling  of  drinking  water  was  advised.  At  the  time  of 
writing  (June,  1961)  the  pressure  is  now  good  and  no  cessation 
of  supply  has  occurred,  but  intermittent  brown  discolouration 
still  occurs. 


Section  D. 


HOUSING 

The  general  policy  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  regard 
to  its  Slum  Clearance  Programme  has  two  parts  — 

I.  The  representation  and  passing  of  Demolition  Orders  or 
Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  houses  and  country  cottages 
where  one  or  two  only  are  involved. 

II.  The  representation  of  Clearance  Areas  where  groups  of 
four  or  more  houses  are  involved.  In  1959-1961  six 
Clearance  Areas  have  been  put  forward  : — 

No.  1 — Sept.,  1959 — High  Street,  Kinver 
No.  2 — Sept.,  1959 — Church  Road,  Codsall 
No.  3 — Dec.,  1959 — Station  Road,  Codsall 
No.  4 — Feb.,  1961 — Wergs  Hall  Lane,  Oaken 
No.  5 — June,  1961 — Enville  Road,  Kinver 
No.  6 — June,  1961 — Rudge  Road,  Pattingham. 


Mr.  Badger  (Housing  Officer)  kindly  supplied  the  following 
details  : — 


As  at 

31s/  December,  1960 


No.  of  Premises  occupied  at  Wrottesley  Park 37  families 

No.  of  ex- Army  Huts  at  Kinver  .  .  6 

Total  number  of  Council  Houses  in  Seisdon 

R.D.C.  at  December  31st,  1960  .  .  2,753 

Number  of  Seisdon  families  on  the  waiting  list 
for  Local  Authority  Houses  : 


April,  1959 
April,  1960 
April,  1961 


864 

778 

704 


On  5th  April,  1961,  there  were  29  families  remaining  in 
Wrottesley  Park  hutments. 

Number  of  families  housed  in  traditional  dwellings  : 

(During  1960) 

Re-lets  .  .  44  (Overspill) 

Re-lets  .  .  50  (Seisdon) 

New  dwellings  .  56  (Seisdon) 


27 


Improvement  Grants— Housing 

Amounts  approved  in  the  year  up  to  31.3.60  .  £12,035 

,,  „  ,,  31.3.61  .  £8,258 

Number  of  houses  recommended  for  Improvement  Grants  in 
1960—31. 

Unfit  Houses 

From  September,  1955,  to  September,  1960,  312  houses  had 
been  represented  to  the  Rural  District  for  Demolition  Orders,  etc. 
Including  Wrottesley  Park  huts,  1 14  of  these  houses  were  still 
occupied  at  September,  1960. 


Housing— Replacement  of  Unfit  Houses 

In  September,  1960,  the  Rural  District  Council  submitted  the 
following  scheme  to  the  Ministry  as  the  Rural  District  Council’s 
scheme  for  dealing  with  all  unfit  houses.  The  scheme  was  accepted 
by  the  Ministry  subject  to  the  136  houses  being  dealt  with  as  part 
of  the  second  five  year  group  (instead  of  10  years). 


Number  of 
unfit  houses 
still 

occupied 
from  the 
previous 
five  year 
programme 
(Sept,  1960) 

Parish 

No.  of  unfit  houses  for  proposed  action 

During 

next 

five  years 

During 
subsequent 
ten  years 

Total  for 
fifteen 
years 

1 

Bobbington 

2 

2 

4 

23 

Codsall 

24 

9 

33 

5 

Enville 

21 

6 

27 

— 

Himley 

4 

8 

12 

20 

Kinver 

53 

46 

99 

— 

Lower  Penn 

3 

— 

3 

1 

Patshull 

3 

1 

4 

4 

Pattingham  . 

8 

5 

13 

4 

Swindon 

10 

7 

17 

4 

Trvsull  &  Seisdon 

16 

3 

19 

7 

Wombourn  . 

32 

46 

78 

3 

AO 

Wrottesley 

19 

3 

22 

(Wrottesley 

Park  Huts) 

1 14 

Totals 

195 

136 

331 
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The  following  list  indicates  the  proportion  of  private  houses  and 
Local  Authority  houses  in  the  various  parishes  of  the  Rural  District 
Council,  as  at  1st  April,  1960  — 


Parish 

Approx. 

Private 

Houses 

Approx. 

Local 

Authority 

Houses 

Bobbington 

94 

31 

Codsall 

1,440 

470 

Enville 

163 

22 

Himley 

104 

12 

Kinver 

1,507 

262 

Patshull 

39 

16 

Pattingham  . 

300 

70 

Lower  Penn . 

593 

45 

Swindon 

113 

69 

Trysull  &  Seisdon  . 

210 

51 

Wombourn  . 

1,715 

970 

Wrottesley 

2,174 

446 

Total 

8,452 

2,464 
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Section  E. 

See  Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever  Cases  Notified  Deaths 

1955  .  13 

1956  .  12 

1957  .  21 

1958  .  36 

1959  .  34 

1960  .  19 


Whooping  Cough 

Incidence 

Deaths 

1951— 131  cases . 

1952— 159  ,,  

7.09  per  1,000  pop. 

I 

1953—  78  ,,  . 

3.3 

— 

1954—120  ,,  . 

.  4.9 

— 

1955—  31  „  ..  . 

.  1.2 

— 

1956—  21  , . 

...  .  0.75 

— 

1957—104  ,,  . 

.  3.4 

— 

1958—  30  „  . 

.  0.94 

— 

1959—  13  . 

.  0.39 

— 

I960—  48  ,,  . 

.  1.3 

— 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  is  available  at  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics,  throughout  the  Rural  District,  and  at  the  General 
Practitioners’  Surgeries. 


Numbers  of  children  immunised  against  Whooping  Cough 
have  been  as  follows  — - 


Reinforcement 
I  minimisation 


1953 

Primary  Immunisation  . 

20 

1954 

Primary 

131 

1955 

Primary 

139 

1956 

Primary 

183 

1957 

Primary 

167 

1958 

Primary 

320 

1959 

Primary 

287 

1960 

Total  Immunisations 

586 

24 

9 

13 
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Measles  Cases  Notified  Deaths 

1952  . 110 

1953  423 

1954  12 

1955  418  1 

1956  21 

1957  410 

1958  635 

1959  378 

1960  3  6 


There  was  a  high  incidence  of  Measles  in  January  and  February, 
1959,  involving  chiefly  the  southern  half  of  the  Rural  District. 

Diphtheria 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  year.  The  last  case  of 
Diphtheria  in  the  Rural  District  occurred  in  1950,  in  which  year 
there  were  two  cases.  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is 
available  at  Clinics  throughout  the  Rural  District,  and  also  at  the 
General  Practitioners’  Surgeries. 

Numbers  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  have  been 
as  follows  : — 


Age 

1954 

1955 

1 956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

Primary  I rums. 

0-  4 

226 

184 

371 

419 

438 

486 

575 

Primary  hums. 

5-14 

72 

57 

68 

49 

25 

21 

209 

Reinforcement  Imms. 

0-  4 

\ 

7 

10 

12 

26 

20 

49 

Reinforcement  Imms. 

5-14 

/  455 

405 

315 

246 

176 

102 

1231 

Total 

753 

653 

764 

726 

665 

629 

2064 

In  the  last  hve  years,  2,289  children  under  the  age  of  5  have 
been  immunised  against  Diphtheria.  If  we  assume  a  child  popula¬ 
tion  of  2680  under  5  years  of  age,  and  if  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
programme  continues  with  the  same  strength,  then  the  Rural 
District  Council  has  approximately  85%  of  children  under  5  years 
of  age  protected  against  Diphtheria. 

Infantile  Paralysis  (Poliomyelitis) 

During  20  years  of  available  records  there  have  been  24  cases  of 
Poliomyelitis  and  one  death. 

Cases  Deaths 


1957  5  1 

1958  0  0 

1959  1  0 

1960  1  0 
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Two  out  of  the  five  1957  cases  are  showing  severe  and  extensive 
paralysis  four  years  after  their  illness.  Figures  for  Poliomyelitis 
vaccinations  are  held  at  the  Area  Health  Offices.  It  is  believed  that 
the  acceptance  rate  on  behalf  of  Seisdon  children  is  very  good.  As 
far  as  School  Children  are  concerned  the  acceptance  rate  is  probably 
over  70%.  There  have  been  24  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  in 
the  Rural  District  Council  in  the  last  14  years.  One  of  these  cases 
died. 

Food  Poisoning— Salmonella  Infection,  etc. 

1959 —  No  case  occurred. 

1960 —  Four  cases. 

Dysentery 

5  cases  notified  in  1960. 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

One  case  occurred  in  Worn  bourn. 

Typhoid 

Two  farmers  dealing  with  T.T.  Herds  had  been  in  contact  with 
two  cases  of  Typhoid  in  the  Eastern  Counties  in  mid  July,  1960. 
All  milk  was  sent  for  Pasteurisation  by  co-operation  with  the  Dairy 
concerned. 

Jaundice 

A  severe  outbreak  of  catarrhal  jaundice  affected  Swindon 
village  in  May,  1960. 

Smallpox— Vaccination  against  Smallpox 


Initial  V accinations 

1959 

1960 

Under  one  year  . 

260 

201 

Age  group  1-4 

33 

62 

Age  group  5-14  . 

1 0 

6 

Age  group  15  and  over . 

10 

4 

321 

273 

— 

— 

Re-vaccinations 

Age  group  1-4 

— 

1 

Age  group  5-14  . 

1 

9 

AJ 

\ge  group  15  and  over . 

12 

9 

13 

12 

52 


Paratyphoid 

2  Cases  of  Paratyphoid  occurred  in  Kinver  in  March- April, 
196D,  They  were  related  cases,  one  being  a  grandchild  of  the  adult 
case. 


Cases  Admitted  to  Hospital 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases  was  three. 

1  case  of  Severe  Dysentery  to  Hagley  Green  Hospital. 

1  case  of  Meningococcal  Meningitis  to  Wolverhampton  Royal 
Hospital. 

i  case  of  Poliomyelitis  to  Wolverhampton  Isolation  Hospital, 
(Parkhelds). 

Swabs  and  Specimens  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 


Nose  and  Throat  .  .  .  24 

Sputa  .  .  .  .  65 

Faeces  .  .  .  .  57 

Urine  .  .  .  .  21 

Blood  .  .  .  .  2 


The  great  majority  of  the  sputa  were  submitted  by  the  Chest 
Physician. 

General  Measures 

School  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  are  carefully  scruti¬ 
nised  and  made  prompt  use  of  for  the  purpose  of  guidance  and 
location. 

Terminal  disinfection  of  premises  and  articles  by  means  of 
formaldehyde  lamps  and  disinfectant  fluids  is  carried  out  in 
necessary  cases. 


Section  G. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visits  all  cases  where  environ¬ 
mental  home  conditions  are  poor,  and  investigation  and  advice  as 
appropriate  is  given.  Appreciation  is  here  recorded  of  the 
co-operation  and  help  given  by  the  Housing  Committee  of  Seisdon 
Rural  District  Council  in  giving  priority  to  the  housing  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  the  M.O.H.  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  This  priority  consists 
in  awarding  a  variable  number  of  housing  points  according  to 
whether  the  case  of  an  open  sputum  positive  case  or  not,  and  takes 
account  also  of  the  number  and  condition  of  the  children. 


Mass  X-Ray  is  available  (without  previous  appointment)  at 
New  Cross  Hospital,  Wolverhampton  every  Monday  morning  and 
at  Priory  Road,  Dudley,  on  certain  Friday  afternoons. 


Twenty-five  people  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs 
moved  into  houses  in  Seisdon  Rural  District  during  the  year.  This 
is  seventeen  more  than  the  number  of  new  cases  originating  in  the 
Rural  District  itself.  Many  of  these  cases  are  quiescent,  and  most 
of  them  come  from  the  Black  Country. 


Pulmonary 


Non- Pulmonary 


On  register  31/12/59 

M  ale 
103 

Female 

100 

M  ale 

1 

Female 

9 

Cases  entered  on 
register,  1960 

17 

15 

\ 

— 

Cases  removed  from 
register  during  I960  . 

33 

19 

mJ 

1 

Remaining  on  register 
31/12/60  . 

87 

96 

6 

8 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  paid  a  visit  to  Seisdon  Rural 
District  in  September,  1960,  and  2,120  people  had  chest  X-Rays 
during  this  visit  of  the  Unit. 


Total  Number  of  Cases  on  Register 


At 

At 

At 

At 

At 

31/12/56 

31/12/57 

31/12/58 

31/12/59 

31/12/60 

Pulmonary — Male  . 

88 

95 

103 

103 

87 

Pulmonary — Female 

63 

82 

90 

100 

96 

Non-Pulmonary- — Male 

9 

10 

11 

7 

6 

Non-Pulmonary- — Female  . 

11 

13 

13 

9 

8 

Total 

171 

200 

217 

219 

197 

Number  for  1,000  popula¬ 
tion  (Seisdon) 

6.1 

6.1 

6.85 

6.6 

5.6 

Average  for  Staffs.  C.C.  per 
1,000  population 

9.9 

9.7 

9.8 

9.7 

- — 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Seis¬ 
don  Residents  (Tuberculosis) 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Nil 

One  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  died  from  the  effect  of 
Myocardial  Degeneration. 


Localisation  of  Tuberculosis  in  New  Cases  Notified  in  1958-1960 


1958 

1958 

1958 

1959 

1959 

1959 

1960 

1960 

1960 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Lungs 

8 

5 

13 

4 

6 

10 

6 

1 

7 

Bone,  Lumbar  Spine 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Glands 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Kidney 

1 

— 

1 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

9 

6 

15 

4 

6 

10  | 

1 

7 

1 

8 

TUBERCULOSIS— INCIDENCE  RATE  OF  NEW  CASES 

(Per  100,000  persons) 


Respiratory  TB. 

Average 

1954—58  1959 

Non-Respiratory  TB. 

1954—58  1959 

Staffs.  C.C. 

69 

44 

8 

4 

Seisdon  R.D. 

1957 

46 

1957 

6.6 

1958 

44 

1958 

3.1 

1959 

30 

1959 

Nil 

1960 

23 

1 960 

2.8 

TUBERCULOSIS  OF  THE  LUNG 


Compare  Notification  Rate  per  100,000  of  Population 


1959 

Average  1954-58 

Smethwick 

144 

153 

Bury 

45 

36 

Wolverhampton 

63 

94 

Staffordshire 

44 

69 

England  &  Wales 

57 

74 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
lor  the  year  I960 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Seisdon  Rural  District  Council 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  fourth  Annual  Report  upon 
the  work  of  your  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

Much  of  this  work  is  routine  inspection  which  is  summarised 
in  the  statistical  tables  that  follow  ;  and  although  routine  work 
rarely  calls  for  any  special  comments,  its  importance  should  not  be 
underestimated,  for  it  is  this  routine  visiting  which  ensures  the 
maintenance  of  the  standards  previously  achieved.  The  year 
under  review  holds  special  significance  with  regard  to  slaughter¬ 
houses,  caravans  and  housing.  The  Council’s  slaughterhouse  policy 
was  decided  upon  and  the  formal  Slaughterhouse  Report  submitted 
and  approved  by  the  Minister  ;  and  his  acceptance  oi  the  Appointed 
Day  of  the  1st  April,  1961,  has  seen  the  fulfilment  of  the  new  high 
standards  of  hygienic  construction  and  practice  in  our  three 
slaughterhouses.  The  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilisation)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1960,  came  into  force  in  November,  and  so,  after  many  years 
of  waiting,  we  have  at  last  some  measure  of  control  of  diseased 
meat.  One  hundred  per  cent  meat  inspection  was  again  achieved 
by  your  Officers. 

Legislation  for  the  effective  control  of  caravans  has  long  been 
overdue,  and  the  arrival  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 
Development  Act,  1960,  will  now  enable  much  higher  standards  to 
be  obtained  on  caravan  sites,  and  should  produce  conditions  more 
appropriate  to  their  use  as  “homes”  as  distinct  from  their  more 
restricted  “holiday”  use  for  which  the  relevant  provisions  of  the 
1936  Public  Health  Act  were  mainly  intended. 

1960  saw  the  completion  of  the  first  5-year  programme  of 
action  under  the  Housing  Act  for  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses,  but 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  number  of  these  houses  still  remain 
occupied.  A  further  10-year  programme  designed  to  clear  all 
outstanding  unfit  dwellings  was  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the 
Ministry,  and  this  final  programme  is  already  under  way. 

New  legislation  in  the  form  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960, 
has  given  new  powers  for  controlling  noise  and  vibration,  and  I 
foresee  new  problems  here  in  the  abatement  of  noise  nuisance.  The 
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year  has  also  seen  the  withdrawal  of  two  functions  from  us.  The 
transfer  to  the  County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  of 
the  issue  of  milk  dealers’  licences  is  of  relatively  little  importance 
within  the  wholly  complex  administration  for  the  production  and 
distribution  of  milk.  The  transfer  of  the  issue  of  Means  of  Fire 
Escape  Certificates  in  Factories  to  the  County  Council  as  Fire 
Authority  is,  I  feel,  more  to  be  regretted,  as  I  see  this  as  a  complica¬ 
tion  to  the  Factories  Acts  which  could  have  been  avoided.  By  all 
means  should  the  Fire  Authority  recommend  the  safety  precautions 
necessary,  but  the  execution  of  the  works  of  such  provisions  would 
surely  have  been  better  co-ordinated  with  our  other  factory  work. 

In  spite  of  the  continued  growth  of  the  district,  the  cleansing 
services  operated  with  the  same  frequencies,  and  once  again  I  pay 
tribute  to  the  men  who  carry  out  this  unpleasant  but  essential 
work. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  confidence  and  support,  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  other 
Officials,  for  their  help  and  co-operation,  and  to  all  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Staff  for  their  assistance  throughout  the  year. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  H.  ROBERTS, 


July,  196E 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 


Total  Inspections 
Number  of  complaints  received 
Informal  Notices  served 
Statutory  Notices  served 

Informal  Notices  complied  . 

Statutory  Notices  complied . 


4,577 

719 

79 

6 

108 

11 


NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


OFFICERS 

Public  Health  Acts 

Complaints  .  .  .  .  .  .  108 

Revisits  .  .  .  .  .  .  129 

Drainage  .  .  .  .  .  014 

Infectious  Diseases  .  .  .  .  130 


Dirty  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Verminous  Premises  .  .  .  .  1 

Accumulations  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Piggeries  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Other  Animals  kept  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  .  .  .  304 

Camping  Grounds  .  .  .  .  .  77 

Water  Supply  .  .  .  .  .  89 

Swimming  Pools  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Public  Conveniences  .  .  .  .  31 

River  Pollution  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  .  .  .  13 

Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  35 

Refuse  Collection  .  .  .  .  .  141 

Refuse  Disposal  .  .  .  .  .  125 

Salvage  Recovery  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Rodent  Control  .  .  .  .  .  31 

Insect  Pests  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Miscellaneous  Interviews  .  .  .  .  267 

Theatres  Act  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Cinematograph  Act  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Housing  Acts 

Primary  Inspections  .  .  .  .  216 

Re-Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  360 

Preliminary  Surveys .  .  .  .  .  164 

Overcrowding  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Improvement  Grants  .  .  .  .  84 

Rent  Act  .  17 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Butchers  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  46 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  .  .  .  .  32 

Dairies  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Licensed  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  41 

Other  Food  Premises  .  .  .  .  281 

Ice  ('ream  .  .  .  .  .  .  61 

Slaughterhouses  .  .  .  .  .  38 

Meat  Inspection  .  .  .  .  .  507 

Factories  Acts 

Factories — Mechanical  Power  .  .  .  74 

Workplaces  .  .  .  .  .  .  I 

Outworkers  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Means  of  Fire  Escape  .  .  .  .  10 


Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions) 

Act,  1956 

Agricultural  Units  Surveyed  .  .  .  12 

Clean  Air  Act 

Smoke  Observations  .  .  .  .  12 

Smoke  Nuisances  .  .  .  .  .  38 

Petroleum  Act  145 

Shops  Act 

Hours  of  Closing  .  .  .  .  .  69 

Welfare  Provisions  .  .  .  .  .  83 

Samples  Taken 

Water  Samples  for  Bacteriological  Examination  .  394 

Water  samples  for  Chemical  Examination  .  27 

Ice  Cream  samples  for  Bacteriological 

Examination  .  .  .  .  .  48 

Swimming  Bath  samples  for  Bacteriological 

Examination  .  19 

Swimming  Bath  samples  for  Chemical 

Examination .  19 


COMPLAINTS 

Seven  hundred  and  nineteen  complaints  received  by  the 
Department  during  the  year  concerned  the  following  matters  : — 


Housing  Defects 

25 

Rats  and  Mice 

.  227 

Obstructed  Drains . 

qq  n 

Other  Pests  . 

36 

Refuse  Collection  . 

59 

Miscellaneous 

35 

Only  the  complaints  relating  to  Housing  Defects  required  the 
service  of  Notices  ;  the  remainder  were  remedied  by  one  or  other  of 
the  services  employed  or  provided  by  the  Council. 

HOUSING  DEFECTS 

56  Informal  Notices  and  6  Statutory  Notices  were  served 
during  the  year  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  requiring 
repairs  to  houses,  improvements  to  water  supplies  and  drainage, 
and  conversion  of  privies  and  pail  closets  to  the  water  carriage 
system . 
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These  notices  concerned  57  houses  which  were  sited  in  the 
following  Parishes  : — 


Bobbington 

9 

.  j-J 

Pattingham  . 

3 

Codsall 

12 

Swindon 

1 

Kinver 

10 

Wombourn 

1  1 

Lower  Penn . 

.  3 

Wrottesley 

J  5 

As  a  result  of  these  and  similar  notices  served  during  previous 
years  repairs  and  improvements  were  effected  at  46  houses  which 
were  sited  as  follows  : — 


Bobbington 

1 

Seisdon  and  Trysuil  . 

*2 

jLi 

Codsall 

8 

Swindon 

3 

Himley 

1 

Pattingham  . 

3 

Lower  Penn . 

1 

Wombourn 

12 

Kinver 

4 

Wrottesley 

1  1 

Summary  of  Repairs  and  Improvements  Effected 

Repairs  to  roofs,  walls  and  external  structures  .  23 

Internal  repairs  to  walls,  ceilings  and  floors  .  32 

Repairs  to  doors,  windows,  and  other  internal 


fittings  .  .  .  .  .  26 

Dampness  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  9 


Repair  and  improvement  to  water  supplies  .  5 

Repair  and  improvement  to  drainage  systems  .  33 

Pail  closets  abolished .  .  .  .  .  2 

Water  closets  provided  .  .  .  .  2 

UNFIT  HOUSES 

The  first  5-year  programme  for  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses 
was  formally  completed  during  the  year.  A  further  review  of 
unfit  houses  was  carried  out  as  requested  by  the  Ministry,  and  it  was 
estimated  that  a  further  331  houses  would  require  to  be  dealt  with 
in  the  next  programme.  These  proposals  were  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  and  it  was  finally  approved  that  a  period  of  1 0  years  would 
be  necessary  for  the  completion  of  this  programme,  but  that  the 
target  figure  for  the  first  5  years  would  be  195. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  unfit  dwellings  which  had 
been  condemned  but  were  still  occupied  was  89  (of  which  37  were 
ex-service  huts  used  as  temporary  accommodation). 


Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  16 

During  i960  there  were  33  individual  unfit  houses  not  capable 
of  repair  at  a  reasonable  cost  which  were  represented  to  the  Council 
and  action  taken  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  .  12 

Number  of  undertakings  accepted  from  owners  that 
houses  would  not  be  re-let  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  until  made  fit  .  .  .  .  12 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  .  .  ......  7 

Houses  owned  by  Council  and  Certified  Unfit  .  2 


The  houses  concerned  were  situated  in  the  following  Parishes  : — 


Codsall 

12 

Swindon 

Q 

.  >) 

Kinver 

4 

Wombourn 

5 

Pattingham 

o 

o 

Wrottesley 

4 

Seisdon 


Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  42 

Clearance  Area  procedure  was  used  in  1959  for  the  first  time 
within  the  Rural  District,  and  in  that  year  the  following  areas  were 
declared  : — 


Area  No.  of  houses 

No.  1  (High  Street,  Kinver)  Clearance  Area  .  4 

No.  2  (Church  Road,  Codsall)  Clearance  Area  .  6 

No.  3  (Station  Road,  Codsall)  Clearance  Area  .  8 


Areas  No.  i  and  2  were  considered  to  be  suitable  for  redevelop¬ 
ment  as  sites  for  old  person’s  bungalows,  and  it  was  resolved  to 
proceed  by  way  of  Compulsory  Purchase.  In  each  area  most  of  the 
houses  were  already  occupied  by  old  people.  Public  Inquiries  were 
held  in  March,  1960,  and  the  Minister  confirmed  both  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders  in  August  and  June  respectively. 

Area  No.  3  was  situated  in  a  zone  scheduled  for  shop  develop¬ 
ment,  and  it  was  therefore  resolved  to  proceed  by  way  of  Clearance 
Order.  An  objection  to  this  Order  was  later  withdrawn  but  the 
Minister’s  confirmation  was  still  awaited  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Inspections  of  houses  proposed  to  be  included  in  further 
clearance  areas  were  carried  out,  but  formal  representation  had  not 
been  made  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


RENT  ACT,  1957 

During  the  year  only  1  application  for  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair 
was  received  and  the  following  table  summarises  what  limited 
action  took  place  under  this  Act  : — 

Number  of  applications  received  .  .  .  1 

Number  of  undertakings  accepted  from  Landlords 

to  carry  out  work  .  .  .  .  I 

Number  of  undertakings  from  Landlords  refused . 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  .  I 

Number  of  applications  from  Landlords  for  cancel¬ 
lation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  cancelled  .  I 

The  number  of  applications  for  Certificates  continues  to  get  less 
each  year.  Nine  applications  were  received  for  the  6  months  of 
1957,  eleven  applications  for  the  whole  year  of  1958,  three  applica¬ 
tions  for  1959,  and  now  1  application  for  1960. 

I  consider  that  this  Act  has  failed  in  respect  of  such  properties 
as  exist  in  this  district  because  of  a  rigid  procedure  which  has 
proved  far  too  complicated  for  both  tenants  and  landlords  alike. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  any  further  legislation  on  this  subject  will  be 
made  much  simpler  to  operate. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


Number  and  Types  of  Food  Premises 

Butchers  Shops  .  .  .  20 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  .  .  14 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  9 

Grocers  Shops  .  .  .  77 

Hotels  and  Restaurants  .  10 

Public  Houses  .  .  42 

Other  Food  Premises  .  .  42 


430  visits  were  made  to  these  food  premises  during  the  year 
and  12  informal  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  contraventions  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 
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TABLE  OF  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED  DURING  1960 


s 

Bakehouses 

Butchers  Shops 

Cafes  &  Snack  Bars 

Fried  Fish  Shops  j 

Grocers  Shops 

Hotels  &  Restaurants 

Public  Houses 

Other  Food  Premises 

Totals 

Structurally  altered 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

4 

Cleansed  and  Redecorated 

— 

2 

2 

1 

6 

2 

3 

3 

19 

Improved  tables  and 
Equipment 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

rn 

/ 

Sinks  and  Wash  Hand 
Basins  provided  . 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Q 

O 

1 

— 

2 

12 

Constant  Hot  Water 
provided  . 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Improved  personal 
hygiene  and  handling 

- 

1 

— 

1 

— 

8 

— 

— 

10 

Improved  Sanitary 
Accommodation 

— 

— 

1 

— 

9 

1 

2 

— 

6 

Frequent  routine  visits  to  food  premises  have  been  continued 
throughout  the  year,  and  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  improve¬ 
ments  effected,  as  compared  with  the  1959  table,  is  indicative  that 
a  much  better  standard  of  food  hygiene  is  now  in  being.  Our  aim 
is  to  maintain  this  standard  and  keep  improving  it  wherever 
possible,  but  to  achieve  this  the  frequency  of  our  visits  must  be 
maintained. 

My  experience  has  convinced  me  that  if  ever  our  inspection 
work  were  dis-continued,  deplorable  conditions  would  soon  prevail, 
particularly  in  such  food  premises  as  hotel  kitchens  and  food  rooms 
to  which  the  public  have  no  access.  One  finds  but  too  often  that 
an  expensive  menu,  served  in  attractive  modern  surroundings,  is 
prepared  in  an  inadequate  and  ill-maintained  kitchen.  Short 
circuit  television  in  dining  rooms  showing  the  activities  of  the 
kitchen  staff  could  be  most  enlightening  to  the  diners  ! 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


A  total  of  507  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foods. 

Meat  Inspection 

Three  private  slaughterhouses  were  in  use  throughout  the 
year  ;  the  largest  being  at  Pattingham  used  for  wholesale  purposes, 
and  the  others  individual  private  butchers’  slaughterhouses  at 
Codsall  and  Wrottesley  respectively.  Progress  with  the  building  of 
the  new  slaughterhouse  approved  in  1959  at  Kinver  was  disappoint¬ 
ingly  slow. 

The  carcases  and  organs  ol  ah  animals  slaughtered  were 
inspected,  but  to  achieve  this  it  was  again  necessary  for  your 
officers  to  make  visits  in  the  evening  and  at  weekends  and  holiday 
times.  We  have  continued  to  stain  all  condemned  meat  and  organs 
liberally  with  green  dye,  but  it  is  particularly  pleasing  to  report  that 
from  November  we  did  at  long  last  have  some  legislation  for  the 
control  of  unfit  meat  in  the  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilisation) 
Regulations,  1960. 

The  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  the 
percentage  of  animals  affected  with  disease.  The  quality  of  meat 
produced  continues  to  be  of  a  high  standard  and  due  allowance 
should  be  made  in  the  first  section  of  the  table  for  the  fact  that  a 
high  percentage  of  these  organs  condemned  was  solely  in  respect  of 
liver  flukes  and  other  parasites.  The  percentage  of  condemnations 
for  tuberculosis  continues  to  decrease,  and  the  years  figures  are 
again  the  low'est  yet  recorded  within  the  district. 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 

IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Number  killed 

Cattle 

Exclu¬ 

ding 

Cows 

954 

Cows 

3 

Calves 

40 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

4096 

Pigs 

1050 

Horses 

Number  inspected 

954 

3 

40 

4096 

1050 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cystieerci  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

1 

5 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

273 

- — 

- — 

148 

94 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cystieerci 

28.7 

3.7 

9.0 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . 

1  1 

— 

— 

— 

27 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  tub¬ 
erculosis 

1.1 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

2.8 

_ 

Cystereosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

9 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  bv  refrigeration 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  Totally  con¬ 
demned 

- — 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

- — 

Food  Inspection 

The  following  other  foods  were  inspected  and  found  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  satisfactorily  disposed  of  : — - 

4  Tins  Corned  Beef 
3  lbs.  Bacon 
6  lbs.  Cheese 
1  \  lbs.  Biscuits 
3  lbs.  Apples 
20  Oranges 

9  tons  1\  cwts.  Potatoes  (severely  affected 
with  potato  blight). 

Slaughterhouse  Policy 

The  review  of  slaughterhouse  facilities  within  the  district, 
which  was  required  by  the  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958,  was  duly 
carried  out  during  the  year  in  the  prescribed  manner  called  for  by 
the  Slaughterhouse  (Reports)  Direction,  1959.  All  local  organisa¬ 
tions  which  represented  any  aspect  of  the  meat  trade  and  all 
adjoining  local  authorities  were  consulted,  and  a  meeting  was  held 
with  representatives  of  two  Butchers'  Associations  and  a  Branch  of 
the  National  Farmers  Union. 

The  average  annual  kill  over  the  previous  three  years  showed 
that  the  equivalent  of  approximately  half  the  quantity  of  meat 
consumed  within  the  rural  district  is  slaughtered  within  the 
district.  The  remainder  was  slaughtered  within  the  neighbouring 
districts  and  it  was  not  anticipated  that  any  of  these  existing 
facilities  were  likely  to  cease.  Nevertheless  the  slaughtering 
facilities  which  did  exist  and  the  new  slaughterhouse  in  course  of 
construction  would  adequately  provide  slaughtering  facilities 
sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the  whole  of  the  population  of  the 
Rural  District  and  also  sufficient  for  a  possible  rise  of  population  up 
to  55,000. 

The  formal  Slaughterhouse  Report  was  approved  by  the 
Council  in  July  and  the  recommended  Appointed  Day  for  the 
district  was  1st  April,  1961.  This  Report  was  accepted  by  the 
Ministry  and  the  recommended  Appointed  Day  duly  approved. 

This  date  is  of  great  signihcance  for  it  represents  the  raising 
of  standards  of  hygiene  in  the  slaughtering  industry  to  the  much 
higher  level  which  has  already  been  achieved  in  many  other  food 
industries. 
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ICE  CREAM 


96  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 
for  the  storage  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream. 

Temperature  tests  were  frequently  carried  out  to  ensure  that 
the  temperature  of  the  refrigerator  was  being  kept  within  the 
requirements  of  the  Ice  Cream  Regulations  (i.e.,  that  the  product 
must  be  kept  at  a  temperature  below  28°  Fah.).  In  every  case 
conditions  were  satisfactory. 

48  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  the 
following  results  were  most  satisfactory  : — 


GRADES 

Total 

1 

9 

Jmj 

3 

4 

48 

— 

— - 

— 

48 

Summarised  according  to  manufacturers  : — - 


Manufac¬ 

turer 

No.  of 
Retailers 
selling  in 
this  area 

Grade 

Total 

1 

9 

— 

3 

4 

“A” 

34 

12 

— 

— 

— 

12 

“B” 

33 

12 

— 

— 

— 

12 

“C” 

12 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

“D” 

8 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

“E” 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

o 

o 

“F” 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

<  (  >  y 

Vjr 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

“H” 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

( (  j  y  y 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

96 

48 

— 

— 

— 

48 

The  recommendations  of  the  Laboratory  are  that  the  results 
should  be  judged  on  a  series  of  samples  rather  than  on  any  single 
sample  and  that  over  a  six-monthly  period  50%  of  a  vendor’s 
samples  should  fall  into  Grade  I,  80%  into  Grades  1  or  2,  not 
more  than  20%  into  Grade  3,  and  none  into  Grade  4. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 


Number  of  Milk  Distributors  registered  .  .  46 

Number  of  Dairy  Premises  registered  .  .  1 

Number  of  Dealers  Licensed  for  Pasteurised  Milk  16 

,,  ,,  ,,  Sterilised  Milk  .  46 

,,  ,,  ,,  Tuberculin  Tested 

Milk  .  4 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  “Pasteurised”  8 

,,  ,,  ,,  “Sterilised”  10 

,,  ,,  ,,  “Tuberculin 

Tested”  7 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960,  which  came 
into  operation  in  October,  transferred  the  issue  of  all  Dealers 
Licences  to  the  County  Council  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 
The  making  of  Dealers  Licences  valid  for  periods  of  5  years  and  the 
elimination  of  Supplementary  Licences  will  create  a  very  welcome 
reduction  in  administrative  work  ;  but  these  transfers  of  functions 
are  most  confusing  to  the  traders  concerned  and  the  milk  industry 
must  surely  have  had  more  than  its  share. 
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RESULTS  OF  EXAMINATION  OF  SAMPLES  OF  MILK  TAKEN 


Tubercle- 

bacilli 

Test 

he 

CD 
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1 
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31  Methylene  Blue  tests  void  owing  to  high  atmospheric  shade  temperature. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

We  are  indebted  to  the  County  Public  Health  Department  for 
the  following  information  regarding  samples  taken  for  examination 
during  1960. 

Milk 

Milk  Pasteurised  .  4 

Milk  Sterilised .  2 

Milk  T.T .  5 

Milk  T.T.  Pasteurised  .  8 

Total  Samples  .  19  All  Genuine 


General  Foods 

Number  of  samples  taken  .  .  49 

Number  of  samples  genuine  .  .  48 

Number  of  samples  adulterated  .  .  1 

Classification  of  General  Foods 


Tea  (3  samples) 

Sweetened  Orange  Juice 
Tomato  Piquant 
Frozen  Pork  Sausage 

containing  preservative 
Pork  Sausage  containing 

preservative  (7  samples) 
Mint  Jelly 
Pork  Pie 

French  Wine  Vinegar 
(2  samples) 

Boned  Chicken  in  Aspic 
Peanut  Butter 
Milk  Shake  Syrup 
Wincarnis  Jelly 
Concentrated  Orange  juice 
Double  Cream 
All  Butter  Lemon  Curd 
Cream 

Sauce  (2  samples) 


Irish  Bramley  Seedlings 
Food  Diet 

Halibut  Oil  Capsules  (2  samples) 
Nerve  and  Digestive  Tonic 
Vitaminised  Iron  Tonic  4' ablets 
Nerve  Nutrient  (2  samples) 
Stomach  Digestive  Tablets 
Drinking  Chocolate 
Rusks 

Natural  Cheddar  Cheese 
Buttered  Kipper  Fillets 
Lemon  Dairy  Mousse 
Butter  Cake 
Scone  Mix 
Root  Ginger 
Chemical  Food 
Instant  Coffee 
Savoury  Mixture 
Quick  Flan 
fable  Wine 


Particulars  of  Adulterated  Sample  and  Action  Taken 

Nerve  Nutrient — Formal  Sample 

Stated  ingredients  not  present  in  Larger  sample  taken 
proportions  given  but  sample  too  and  returned 
small  for  duplication  of  results.  as  genuine. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Number  of  licensed  sites  .  .  .  .  12 

Number  of  dwellings  on  licensed  sites  .  .  256 

Number  of  individual  licensed  dwellings  .  .  43 


77  visits  were  made  to  Caravan  Sites  and  304  to  individual 
moveable  dwellings. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

This  new  Act,  which  came  into  operation  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  year,  promised  a  measure  of  control  much  more  in  keeping  with 
the  present  day  use  of  caravans  as  “homes.”  Whilst  much  has 
been  achieved  under  the  limitations  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
licensing  system,  the  caravan  problem  can  now  be  tackled  realisti¬ 
cally. 

It  was  soon  apparent  that  an  enormous  amount  of  work  was 
involved  in  a  rural  district  such  as  this  to  achieve  the  opportunity 
which  this  Act  provides  for  ensuring  a  decent  standard  of  living  for 
caravan  dwellers.  A  special  Caravans  Committee  was  formed  with 
members  drawn  from  both  the  Public  Health  and  Plans  Inspection 
Committees  so  that  the  public  health  and  planning  aspects  could  be 
dealt  with  simultaneously.  It  was  felt  that  if  good  standards  of 
public  health  and  amenity  were  to  be  achieved,  there  would 
inevitably  have  to  be  a  moderate  concentration  of  individual 
caravans  on  to  larger  sites  where  it  would  be  an  economic  proposition 
to  provide  the  necessary  services,  although  there  would  be  individual 
cases  where  special  circumstances  prevailed  and  which  would  have 
to  receive  special  consideration.  By  the  end  of  the  year  it  had  been 
resolved  to  pursue  this  policy  of  moderate  concentration  and  also  to 
obtain  suitable  sites  to  be  operated  by  the  Council  to  accomplish  it. 

The  Model  Standards  for  conditions  of  site  licences  were 
adopted  in  their  entirety,  but  with  a  rather  higher  standard  for 
sanitary  accommodation. 


PEST  CONTROL 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
Rodent  Operator  : — 


Type  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
visits 

Estimated 

kill 

Bodies 

found 

Business 

16 

50 

17 

Private 

370 

403 

114 

Council 

278 

314 

88 

Total 

664 

767 

219 

In  addition  to  the  above,  328  premises  were  visited  on  survey. 

Your  Operator  was  also  responsible  for  the  clearance  of  337 
obstructed  drains  during  the  year,  the  destruction  of  36  wasps  nests, 
and  many  other  extraneous  duties. 

Agricultural  premises  within  the  district  continued  to  be 
surveyed  as  time  permitted,  and  with  very  few  exceptions,  it  was 
found  that  occupiers  were  fulfilling  their  obligations  and  taking 
steps  to  keep  their  premises  free  from  rats. 

No  infestations  have  been  found  in  the  Council's  sewers  for 
many  years  and  test-baiting  was,  therefore,  only  carried  out  in 
10%  of  the  manholes,  once  again  with  completely  negative  results. 

PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928 

Seventy-seven  premises  are  licensed  under  this  Act  for  the 
storage  of  petroleum  spirit.  Eighteen  of  these  are  public  filling 
stations  and  fifty-nine  are  private  installations. 

Conditions  of  licence  are  based  on  the  Home  Office  Model  Code, 
with  additional  conditions  to  govern  the  use  of  petroilers.  As  this 
was  the  first  year  that  the  flameproof  regulations  became  applicable 
to  all  electrically  operated  pumps,  special  attention  was  directed 
towards  such  pumps. 

A  total  of  145  inspections  were  made  with  the  following 
results  : — 


Tanks  and  Pipelines  tested  .  .  .  8 

Vent  Pipes  repaired  .  .  .  .  9 

Fire  Equipment  made  up  to  scale  .  .  22 

Safety  Warning  Notices  provided  .  .  6 

Electrical  Equipment  checked  .  .  1  1 


The  West  Midlands  Petroleum  Acts  Administration  Group  was 
formed  in  1959  with  the  following  objectives  — 

1.  The  advancement  of  scientific  and  technical  knowledge 
required  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  a  Petroleum 
Officer. 

2.  The  supply  and  interchange  of  information  which  cannot 
at  present  be  obtained  nationally. 

3.  To  attain,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  uniformity  in  the 
administration  of  the  Petroleum  Acts. 

Meetings  were  held  throughout  the  year  and  these  were  of  great 
benefit  to  all  concerned  with  the  administration  of  the  Petroleum 
Acts. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Six  vehicles  and  teams  were  employed  on  refuse  collection 
rounds  with  a  spare  vehicle  and  team  used  for  relief  work,  trade 
refuse  and  litter  collection.  Thirty-six  complete  rounds  were 
recorded  making  the  frequency  of  refuse  collection  an  average  of 
once  in  10  calendar  days  throughout  the  year.  Whilst  this  was  no 
improvement  on  the  previous  year,  I  think  it  is  fair  comment  that 
this  service  will  compare  favourably  with  many  larger  and  more 
compact  authorities  who  do  not  have  so  much  territory  to  cover. 
All  premises  within  the  district  received  the  same  frequency  of 
collection.  Although  the  problems  of  an  ever  expanding  district 
are  still  with  us,  we  continue  our  endeavours  for  still  more  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  service. 

Following  experiments  with  larger  carrying  capacity  vehicles, 
a  25  cu.  yd.  dual  tip  rear  loader  was  purchased  early  in  the  year  to 
cope  with  the  increased  housing  developments  in  Codsall  and 
Wrottesley,  and  this  larger  vehicle  has  proved  a  real  asset. 

All  refuse  has  been  disposed  of  by  strictly  "controlled  tipping” 
methods  at  one  central  tip.  This  policy  of  centralised  tipping  has 
been  operated  successfully  for  3  years,  and  although  this  tip  at 
Botterham  still  has  many  years  of  available  tipping  space,  it  was 
considered  prudent  to  look  ahead.  An  ideally  situated  tip  site  in 
the  form  of  a  worked  out  sand  hole  was  located  at  Seisdon,  and  a 
successful  compulsory  purchase  order  was  made  upon  it. 


Cesspool  and  Fan  Closet  Emptying 

Two  vehicles  and  teams  were  employed  on  these  services.  The 
number  of  pan  closets  continued  to  reduce  steadily  as  more  premises 
were  connected  to  sewers,  and  all  pans  are  emptied  weekly.  Cess¬ 
pools  are  emptied  upon  request,  as  far  as  possible  in  fair  rotation, 
and  demands  for  this  service  continued  to  be  excessive,  making  it 
necessary  for  both  vehicles  to  work  a  fair  amount  of  overtime. 

New  cesspools  were  only  permitted  in  un-sewered  areas  where 
the  nature  of  the  site  did  not  permit  the  installation  of  an  orthodox 
private  sewage  disposal  plant.  In  spite  of  this  policy  demands  for 
cesspool  emptying  continued  to  rise.  Whilst  this  can  only  be 
expected  with  our  improvement  of  housing  standards  it  stresses 
the  need  for  the  provision  of  sewerage  schemes  before  development 
takes  place  instead  of  after  it. 

Statistics 

The  following  vehicles  were  operating  in  the  Cleansing  Services 
at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 


Capacity 

One  Karrier  Dual  Tip  Refuse  Collector  .  25  cu.  yds. 

Three  Dennis  Paxit  Refuse  Collectors  .  18cu.  yds. 

Three  Dennis  Side  Loading  Refuse  Collectors  12  cu.  yds. 

One  Karrier  Dual  Tip  Refuse  Collector  .  12cu.yds. 

One  Ford/ Yorkshire  Cesspool  Emptier  .  1,000  gallons 

One  Dennis  Cesspool  Emptier  (Pans)  .  800  gallons 

One  Weatherill  Mechanical  Shovel  .  .  feu.  yds. 

One  Ford  Thames  Trader  Tipping  Truck  .  5  tons 


The  complement  of  men  consisted  of  9  drivers,  34  loaders  and 
2  tip  attendants,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Cleansing  Foreman. 

During  the  year  457  man-days  were  lost  due  to  sickness.  This 
was  equivalent  to  operating  throughout  the  whole  year  almost  2 
men  short. 

The  Incentive  Bonus  Scheme  inaugurated  in  1956  continued  to 
operate,  but  there  were  indications  that  the  scheme  in  its  existing 
form  had  fulfilled  its  main  purpose  and  that  a  revised  bonus  scheme 
would  shortly  become  necessary. 


Dustbin  Scheme 

The  Council  have  adopted  Sections  75(3)  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  and  have  undertaken  to  supply  and  maintain  dustbins 
for  the  reception  of  house  refuse.  The  annual  charge  was  6/6d. 
per  bin. 

The  scheme  has  been  in  operation  since  1954  and  the  total 
number  of  bins  issued  at  the  end  of  1960  was  1,746. 

Salvage 

A  total  of  24  tons  18  cwts.  of  waste  paper  was  baled  and  this 
produced  an  income  of  £207.  Only  a  small  amount  of  scrap  metal 
was  recovered,  making  a  total  income  from  salvage  during  the  year 
of  £219. 

Litter 

Various  anti-litter  measures  were  taken  in  support  of  the 
National  Campaigns.  Twenty- five  “Keep  Seisdon  Tidy”  signs 
were  erected  at  strategic  points  throughout  the  district,  but  one  is 
forced  to  the  sad  conclusion  that  litter  louts  do  not  read.  The 
number  of  litter  baskets  provided  continues  to  rise  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  some  150  baskets  sited  throughout  the  district  were  being 
emptied  regularly.  In  addition  the  weekly  litter  clearances  were 
again  carried  out  on  the  commons  and  in  most  villages. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

Part  I  of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


No.  on 
Register 

No 

.  of 

Occupiers 

prose¬ 

cuted 

Premises 

In¬ 

spections 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

59 

74 

23 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises) 

Total 

59 

74 

23 

— 

57 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
:ound 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prose- 
cutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

rred 

To  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

By  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.l.) 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 
(S.2.)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
(S.3.)  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

Inadequate  Ven¬ 
tilation  (S.4.) . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S. 6.)  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Sanitary  Conve¬ 
niences  (S.7.)  . 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable 
or  defective 

(c)  not  separate 
sexes 

2 

1 

10 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
(not  including 
offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Outwork) 

Total 

14 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

f 

S 

ECTION  11 

1 

Nature 

of 

work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out¬ 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 
110(1)  (c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 

lists 

to 

the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in 

unwhole¬ 

some 

premi¬ 

ses 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(0) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

The  making  of 
boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or 

parts  thereof 

made  wholly  or 
partially  of  paper 

1 

_ 

_ . 

_ _ 

- 

_ 

The  making  of 
iron  and  steel 
cables,  chains 

and  springs 

1 

— 

■ — - 

— 

• — - 

- — 
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